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to the Federation on the flimsy ground that the
Indian States' representatives to the federal constitu-
tional assemblies will have a preponderance of Hindus
and there will thus be an excessive Hindu influence
at the Centre. That objection viewed correctly has
no point for it applies to every kind of constitutional
reform in a country where there are strong minorities.
The real objection which has to be met and which
has gained strength from day to day since provincial
autonomy was introduced is that the nominees of the
States will be no more than the mouthpieces of the
autocrats. The Times gives prominence to the fact
that the chief Indian States are efficiently governed,
but this misses the main point of the argument against
federation which is gaining considerable strength
amongst the State subjects of the various States that
the Times mentions, namely, Hyderabad, Mysore
and Baroda. Does not the Times' article confuse
the issues when in one breath it ridicules the Indian
democrats for not agreeing to co-operate with auto-
cracies and yet in the other it ignores the possibility
of a sealed block, to quote its own terms, within the
federal legislature to form a defensive alliance against
democracy ?
It is, however, correctly stated that the chief
responsibility for the completion of the reforms lies
with the Princes on the one hand and the political
leaders of British India on the other. We have to
see whether in the near future there is a probability